Spring migration of European teals Anas crecca
wintering in Italy
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Introduction

' ' ! Tracking data on migratory movements of European ducks are relatively scarce

and available information mainly belong to largest species (see e.g. van Toor et

@ al 2013, Gehrold et al 2014). In 2013 we started a project aimed at investigating

the ecology of migration of some species of dabbling ducks wintering in Italy by

means of satellite tracking (AnaSat Project). In this first two years we marked

,,(7{,% only European teals Anas crecca, the smallest duck in Europe and one of the
P ;""m{, most abundant.

Materials and Methods

TN - Birds were equipped with solar powered PTTs. (9.5 g, Microwave Telemetry)
Lumbardy : using the harness method proposed by Roshier et al (2009). The PTT had two
different duty cycles (10h on/48h off or 6h on/16h off).
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Y % ~ | Teals (n=25 females) were caught in three different sites in Central and
e e R\ e Italy during winters 2013-2014 and 2014-2015.

Results and Discussion

. o v Tracked birds started spring migration after the beginning of
mﬁrlmgway e : ~ | February and followed eastward routes. The first part of
- s - migration was generally slow and many birds stopped for

o o =~ P ;i several days (even more than one month) in areas mainly
: 2 ; = = = located in eastern Europe.
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ilometres, sometimes reaching the Arctic circle in Russia,
ﬁng previous evidences collected by means of ringing

On the whole, this is the first analysis at individual level on the timing e isotopes analyses (see Guillemain & Elmberg

of migration and routes of European teals and thus represent an
important contribution for the management of the species at the
continental scale. Further data, collected on more birds also
belonging to other wintering sites, would be helpful to analyse more References
in depth the migratory strategies of this species and estimate their

L Gehrold et al 2014, J Avian Bibl»
degree of repeatability.
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